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	Cigarette Tax	 C
Tax Rate per pack of 20:	 $1.41

	Cessation Coverage	 F
OVERVIEW OF STATE CESSATION COVERAGE:

STATE MEDICAID PROGRAM:

Medications: Covers NRT Gum, NRT Patch, 
Chantix and Zyban

Counseling: Coverage varies by health plan

Barriers to Coverage: Minimal co-payments 
required for medications; co-payments for 
counseling vary by health plan

STATE EMPLOYEE HEALTH PLAN(S):

Medications: No coverage

Counseling: A few health plans cover phone 
and online counseling

Barriers to Coverage: N/A

PRIVATE INSURANCE MANDATE: NO PROVISION

Citation: See Texas Tobacco Cessation Coverage 
page for specific sources

Texas Report Card

	Tobacco Prevention and 	 F	Control Spending

FY2010 Tobacco Control  
Program Funding:	 $15,273,958*

CDC Best Practices State  
Spending Recommendation:	 $266,300,000

Percentage of CDC Recommendation:	 5.7%

*Includes FY2010 funding from the Centers for Disease Control 
and Prevention

	Smokefree Air	 F
OVERVIEW OF STATE SMOKING RESTRICTIONS:

Government Worksites: No provision

Private Worksites: No provision

Schools: Restricted

Child Care Facilities: Prohibited

Restaurants: No provision

Bars: No provision

Casinos/Gaming Establishments: No provision

Retail Stores: No provision

Recreational/Cultural Facilities: Restricted

Penalties: Yes

Enforcement: Yes

Preemption: No

Citation: TX PENAL CODE § 48.01; TX EDUC 
CODE § 21.927; TX ADMIN. CODE tit. 40, Part 
19, Subchapter S, Division 1 § 746.3703(d); & 
747.3503(d).

*The Smokefree Air grade only examines state tobacco control 
law and does not reflect local smokefree ordinances. Texas 
has made great strides at protecting people from secondhand 
smoke by passing strong local smokefree ordinances.
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Texas Behind the Scenes
The American Lung Association in 
Texas continued to partner with a 
coalition of health advocates seeking 
to make Texas smokefree through the 
passage of a comprehensive law 

prohibiting smoking in public places and workplac-
es. Although the legislature once again failed to pass 
the Texas Smoke-Free Workplace Law (Senate bill 
544/House bill 5) during the 2009 legislative session, 
there were significant accomplishments.

Over 80 statewide and local organizations endorsed 
the proposed law, including the Texas Restaurant 
Association. Over 10,000 voters in targeted legisla-
tive districts sent in cards of support, which were 
hand-delivered to their respective House and Senate 
members. In a 48-hour period, Smoke-Free Texas, a 
coalition of health advocates formed to support pas-
sage of a statewide smokefree law in Texas, was able 
to get over 10,000 people to sign a petition support-
ing a smokefree workplace bill.

This issue had strong endorsements from major 
newspapers across Texas, including the Dallas 
Morning News, Houston Chronicle, Fort Worth 
Star-Telegram and the Austin American Statesman. 
In addition, several media stories were printed in 
smaller media markets throughout the legislative 
session, many of which included direct quotes from 
Lung Association staff.

The lieutenant governor established smokefree leg-
islation as a priority during this session. He testified 
before the Senate committee in support of the bill, a 
rare occurrence. There were 79 House sponsors of 
the bill, and 18 Senators supporting the bill, adding 
up to more than enough votes to pass it out of both 
chambers. 

Unfortunately, a few key members in both the state 
Senate and House, along with 40 tobacco industry 
lobbyists, were able to kill the measure near the end 
of the 2009 legislative session. 

In 2008 and 2009, the Lung Association was suc-
cessful in educating legislators, legislative staff and 
the general public about the importance of a strong 
smokefree law for Texas. Smoke-Free Texas was a 
major ally in our smokefree efforts at the state level, 
and it will continue to be instrumental as the focus 
turns to passing local smokefree ordinances. During 
2009, College Station became the 28th city in Texas 
to pass a comprehensive smokefree ordinance, up 

from 14 in 2007. As a result of the coalition’s effort, 
almost 6.3 million Texans (an estimated 36.4 percent 
of all Texans) are now protected from secondhand 
smoke exposure in all public and indoor workplaces, 
including restaurants and bars. 

As for tobacco prevention and cessation programs, 
Texas has allocated $15.7 million in 2009 from state 
and federal funds, well below the amount recom-
mended by the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

The American Lung Association in Texas is well 
positioned to push for a smokefree workplace law in 
Texas during the next legislative session in 2011.

Texas State Facts

Economic Costs Due to Smoking:	 $13,044,600,000

Adult Smoking Rate:	 18.5%

High School Smoking Rate:	 21.1%

Middle School Smoking Rate:	 9.5%

Smoking Attributable Deaths: 	 24,570

Smoking Attributable Lung Cancer Deaths: 	 7,770

Smoking Attributable Respiratory 
Disease Deaths:	 6,324

Adult smoking rate is taken from CDC’s Behavioral Risk Factor Surveillance 
System, 2008 Prevalence Data. High school smoking rate is taken from the 
2007 Youth Risk Behavioral Surveillance System. Middle school smoking 
rate is taken from the 2006 Texas Youth Tobacco Survey.

Health impact information is taken from the Smoking Attributable Mortality, 
Morbidity and Economic Costs (SAMMEC) software. Smoking attributable 
deaths reflect average annual estimates for the period 2000-2004 and 
are calculated for persons aged 35 years and older. They do not take into 
account deaths from burns or secondhand smoke. Respiratory diseases 
include pneumonia, influenza, bronchitis, emphysema and chronic airway 
obstruction. The estimated economic impact of smoking is based on 
smoking-attributable health care expenditures in 2004 and the average 
annual productivity losses for the period 2000-2004.

To get involved with your American Lung 
Association, please contact:

American Lung Association in Texas
8150 Brookriver Drive, S-102
Dallas, TX 75247
(214) 631-5864
www.lungusa.org/texas
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